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General elections are round the
corner and five states are soon

going to meet their electoral fate.
Heated discussions, animated
arguments and intellectual debates are
in full swing. And, as we all know,
media is the common platform, what with hundreds of
newspapers, even more television channels and umpteen social
network sites offering enough room for all! 
In a morbid trend, new media houses have been

mushrooming, more of them television channels and every Tom,
Dick and Harry is on television screens, screaming and yelling
at people, cursing the governments or abusing political leaders
and the police. 
No doubt, crores and crores of rupees are being spent for this

tomfoolery, apparently coming from sources with vested interests
and a lot of unaccounted money. The worst thing is, one cannot
find even a single sincere journalist, who is serious about his
profession in the flourishing media market! So sad!
Creating sensation is the order of the day and the so-called

panel discussions in prime time often come as a nauseating
experience. Honchos of national media speak as if they are
ultimate keepers of all the ethics. They feel no shame in
presenting themselves as the be-all-and-end-all of the democracy. 
Hundreds of channels, thousands of so-called scribes,

millions of gullible audience! God knows who are the targets,
what are the contents, and what is the purpose of all these
exercises!
It is so sad that Indian journalism is fast losing all standards.

Since we, at The News, believe in fearless and impartial
journalism, the issue of falling media standards is a major
concern for us. 
One wonders why people are spending huge fortunes to get

false propaganda or cheap publicity. Isn’t the shameless act of
‘making the goat a dog’?
Since part of the media, we feel bad about the sorry state of

affairs. But what to do, the rich and the mighty call all the shots!
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Chief Minister N Kiran Kumar
Reddy agreed to consider the
proposals for biennial health

checkup of police personnel of all
ranks in the state and carrying out
repairs for thousands of residential
quarters meant for police personnel
across the state.
He gave the assurance while

speaking at the Police
Commemoration Day at Shivkumar
Lal Police Stadium on October 21.
Kiran Kumar Reddy said more

than 600 police personnel lost their

lives so far in the line of duty in the
State and the society was indebted to
the police personnel and their
families.
There has been a significant

change in the role of police because
of various reasons, he said. While the
Indian Army deployed on the borders
at least knows who the enemy is, the
state police has no chance to know
who the enemy is.
The Chief Minister said

destabilising forces had been coming
not only from other states but also
from other countries. He stressed the
need to be more vigilant and the need

to upgrade the technical skills.
He also said that recruitment into

the police ranks has been taken up on
a huge scale in the last three years to
ease pressure on the overburdened
police personnel. Kiran Kumar
Reddy assured that his government
would extend full support for the
police welfare.
The Chief Minister, Governor

ESL Narasimhan, Director General
of Police B Prasada Rao and several
other senior and retired police
officers paid floral tributes to the
martyrs at the police martyrs
memorial. 

Martyrs’ remembered

On the occasion of Police Commemoration Day on October 21, Chief Minister Kiran
Kumar Reddy announced several welfare schemes for the police personnel in the state

MARTYRS DAY



One of the most fearless cops
in the country, Assistant

Director, Out Door Training at
Andhra Pradesh Police
Academy (APPA) K Raja

Sikhamani released a special
issue titled ‘The Fallen

Heroes’ brought out by The
News on October 22

THE NEWS BUREAU

Assistant Director, Out Door
Training at Andhra Pradesh

Police Academy (APPA), K Raja
Sikhamani released the special issue
titled ‘The Fallen Heroes’, brought
out by The News in honour of the
police personnel killed in the line of
duty.
Raja Sikhamani may not be

popular in the mainstream but he has
been courageous in discharging his
duties since the beginning of his
career in the police department as a
Reserve Sub-Inspector.
One experience in his career in

1987 shows his courage and
commitment to the police department
and devotion to work.
On December 27, 1987, the

Peoples War Group (PWG) Naxalites
kidnapped seven IAS officers in
Gurtedu in East Godavari district
demanding release of jailed Naxalites
including Wadkapur Chandramouli,
who later rose to be a member of
politburo.
The Telugu Desam government

headed by Chief Minister N T Rama
Rao did not allow the NSG
commandos dispatched by the centre
to take action. Instead, it assembled a
six-member police team from the state
police to go to the forest along with
the released Naxalites and bring back
the IAS officers.
The police team was directed not

to carry weapons. Besides, they were
ordered to pose like revenue officials
and carry fake ID cards. On reaching
East Godavari, five out of the six-
member police team refused to go to
forest out of fear. But one police
official, who was none other than Raja
Sikhamani, then working in the
intelligence security wing, showed his
guts and went to the forest to bring

back the IAS officers.
It takes more than courage to enter

the forest in such a situation, that too
without carrying a weapon. After the
operation, Sikhamani led a police
team that carried out combing
operations in the jungles for two
months in search of the Naxalites.
Over the years, Sikhamani worked

in different capacities and he
effectively managed close proximity
security for the late Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi during his visits to
Andhra Pradesh. He has been
overseeing the outdoor training of
hundreds of in-service and freshly
recruited police personnel including
deputy superintendents of police for
the last few years at the APPA. 

Tributes
to fallen

heroes
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It was festive time and spirits werehigh when the family members of
Mohammed Feroz Khan got the
worst news in their lives. Lands Naik
Feroz Khan, a soldier with Rashtriya
Rifles, was killed by Pakistani troops
on the Line of Control (LoC) in the
Indo-Pak border on the ill-fated day
of October 15.
Feroz, son of Jaffar Khan, was a

resident of Nawab Sahab Kunta in the
old city of Hyderabad and is survived
by his wife and three children.
Feroz was 38 when he was killed

in an unprovoked firing by the
Pakistani Army in Bhimber Gali of
Rajouri district. According to the
Army officials, though there was
heavy mortar shelling, Feroz Khan
stood a fearless vigil on the LOC.

Interestingly, Feroz followed his
father Jaffar Khan’s footsteps, who
too was a soldier in the Indian Army.
Jaffar Khan was a native of
Narayanpet in Mahabubnagar district.

It was a day before Eid-ul-Azha,
his mother Razia Begum and wife
Nasreen Fatima received the terrible
news. Feroz fought valiantly until his
last breath against Pak troopers. And
when his body arrived, covered in
tricolor, they wept inconsolably.
His four-year-old daughter Afshin

Fatima, two-year-old son Arshad
Khan and eight-month-old daughter
Aisha Fatima could not understand
what was going on.
It was just two days ago, Feroz

had called home and said that he
would not be home for Bakrid.
Feroz’s last rites were performed with
full military honours at a Muslim

graveyard in Nawab Sahab Kunta in
Hyderabad. It was a heartrending
sight to see hundreds of Muslim
youths holding Indian flags and
banners hailing the soldier and
shouting anti-Pakistan slogans. Khan
has been serving with the Madras
Regiment for 12 years. He joined the
service when he was just 21. He had
last visited his family on the occasion
of Eid-ul-Fitr two months ago.
“My son wanted to give his sweat

and blood to defend this country.
After finishing his tenure of 16 years,
he extended it for three more years.
He could have retired, but he wanted
to serve the nation as much as he
could,” Raziya Begum told reporters.
“Many times his words reassured

me. His patriotism made him
continue in the Army after getting an
extension,” she told reporters.

When the body of Lans Naik Feroz Khan who was killed by Pakistani troops on the Line of
Control was brought to his home in the old city, it was a heartrending sight

HOME THEY BROUGHT
THE WARRIOR DEAD

MARTYRDOM
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The kidnap and gang rape of a 23-
year-old techie in October once

again brought to light the shallowness
of tall assurances made by the
Cyberabad police about the safety of
women.
The software engineer was

waiting for transport from Inorbit
Mall to Gowli Doddi when the
accused V Satish and Venkateswarlu,
both car drivers, offered her to drop
her at her destination for Rs 50.
The unsuspecting techie did not

think twice when the driver of the
luxury Volvo car offered her to drop
her at her destination. She struck a
deal to give Rs 40 for the drop and the
driver readily accepted it since he
already had the evil design in his
mind.
She realised her mistake only

after she boarded the car at 8.20 pm.
Satish and his co-accused drove her
for nearly four hours on several
stretches including the Outer Ring
Road (ORR) and raped her at an
isolated area near Open Mind Birla
School, Tellapur. They later dropped
her near her hostel around 2.30 am.
Sources in the Cyberabad police

told The News that the woman called
up her fiancée in Bangalore soon after
she sensed danger. The fiancée of the
woman in turn called up his friend in
Hyderabad, who in turn made the
SOS call to Dial 100. In the
meantime, the assailants snatched the
mobile phone from the woman and
switched it off.
All this happened in a span of few

minutes but the Cyberabad patrols

and the patrol teams of the so-called
Cyberabad Security Council failed to
track the vehicle in which the woman
was kidnapped.
What is more shocking is that the

Cyberabad police was caught
unawares when the assailants
dropped the woman back at her hostel
in the wee hours after putting her
through six hour ordeal and sexually
assaulting her. Six hours should have
been more than sufficient for the
police to find out her hostel address
by contacting the woman’s fiancée
through the latter’s friend who had
actually called up Dial 100.
However, it appears no such effort

has been made due to which the

rapists were able to drop her back and
drove away without even being
noticed. It was only after the victim
managed to muster strength and
walked into the hostel that the police
got information from the hostel
authorities about the victim’s return.

The so-called setting up of
CCTV cameras and intensified joint
patrolling by the Cyberabad police
and the Cyberabad Security Council
after almost a similar incident in
February in which a techie jumped
out of an auto-rickshaw to escape
sexual attack brought to light the
callous attitude of the police and the
government in addressing the issues
related to women’s safety.

Despite similar incidents in the recent past, the
Cyberabad police have miserably failed in preventing
the kidnap and gang rape of a 23-year-old software
engineer on the outskirts of the city, letting the brutal
rapists to continue the heinous crime uninterrupted  

6 HOURS OF HORROR
COPS & CROOKS
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Yet another barbaric gang rape
shook the country, this time
not in a moving bus in Delhi

nor an abandoned mill compound in
Mumbai, it happened very much in
Hyderabad, in the IT hub of
Cyberabad limits.  The 23-year-old
software engineer was gang raped for
over six hours after she was abducted
in a cab, shocking the entire nation.
While experts attribute the

growing number of rapes to various
reasons including ‘provocative’
dressing of women and their free
movements during odd hours,
Abishek Clifford, who runs a moral
awareness program for Indian
colleges called Rescue, has
something else to say.
“We're raising up an army of

rapists in India by not warring
against internet pornography,”
Clifford told Global Post.
According to a report appeared in

America’s world news site, with the
$100 smart phones hitting the market
and savvy entrepreneurs hawking
downloaded clips, once-innocent
Indians are watching hard-core porn
like never before, thus the smut flood
sparking a serious debate about the
impact on society.
According to Global Post, since

the December gang rape of a Delhi
student, who died from internal
injuries sustained during the attack,
the entire country has been wrestling

SmartPorn: Curse of
Indian women
As the market is flooded with cheap smart phones,
providing excessive supply of porn in the palms of
millions, experts attribute the growing number of
rapes to unrestricted availability of porn stuff

HARD TRUTH
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with what many regard as a spike in
sexual violence.
It may be remembered that

distributing porn stuff in India is
illegal. Now, the authorities are
moving to crack down on web porn
— even as in many other areas the
country grows more liberal in its
attitude towards sex.
Global Post reports: “Ancient

India had no qualms about graphic
depictions of sex. Consider the
luxurious illustrations of the Kama
Sutra, or the carvings on the 1,000-
year-old temples of Khajuraho —
which depict everything from
threesomes to bestiality. But, until
recently, modern India has been
decidedly more prudish.
In the '80s and '90s, films with

lascivious dialogue and a few shots
of buxom women in wet saris were
considered softcore porn. Bollywood
didn't even dare show kissing until a
few years back. And the country's
first “real” porn star was a cartoon.
Now, suddenly, affordable smart

phones have put hardcore porn in the
palms of millions.”
The website said quoting

statistics from Manwin Holding, the
Luxembourg-based owner of the
world's largest free porn sites, India's
150 million-odd internet users visit
those two sites alone at a clip of
around 2 million hits per day. The
presence of Indian-themed content
(“naked desi babes in bath” is one of
the few printable titles) and
advertisements confirm that the
multibillion dollar industry has taken
note.
Meanwhile, reported incidents of

rape have nearly doubled since 1995,
when the internet first came to India,
according to the National Crime
Records Bureau. More recently, rape
reports have spiked 12 percent since
cheap smart phones hit the market
two years ago, although it's

impossible to parse how much of that
increase stems from the greater
willingness of victims to come
forward.
“Pornography is en masse

perverting the lifestyles and
behaviors of young people in India,”
Clifford was quoted as saying, citing
Rescue surveys in which college
students confessed that each week
they watch an average of two hours

of “violent porn.”
According to reports, in June, the

department of telecommunications
banned 39 websites, all hosted
abroad, that allow users to share
pornographic content. Also a
parliamentary committee was formed
to explore ways to block internet
pornography altogether in response
to the latest of many petitions that
have demanded a blanket ban.

In the '80s and '90s, films with lascivious
dialogue and a few shots of buxom women
in wet saris were considered softcore porn.
Bollywood didn't even dare show kissing
until a few years back. And the country's
first “real” porn star was a cartoon

HARD TRUTH
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When it comes to preaching
something and acting against

it, celluloid celebs are quite
notorious. Bollywood Baadshah
Shah Rukh Khan seems to be the
one topping the list.
Though King Khan endorsed

jewellery brands many a times in
the past, he himself says he doesn't
like to wear it and feels that men
should not wear jewellery.
During the launch of a jewellery

lounge by Lista Jewels recently,
Khan said, “I don't wear jewellery
as I don't feel that men should wear

it. I am sorry but everyone has their
own taste.” It was quite apparent
that the 47-year-old’s statement did
not go well with many jewellery
brand. According to a report, the
Bolywood superstar said,
“Sometimes I wear a tabeez
(amulet) but then I mostly carry it
in my bag, in fact I don't love to
wear a watch even. I think men
should not wear jewellery.”
This is not the first time, the

dimpled actor making similar
statements. It may be recalled that
not so long ago, King Khan was in
the news for allegedly making a sex
determination test on a surrogate

mother. IMA came down heavily
upon the actor for his indecent deed,
we earlier reported.

It was widely reported when
Shah Rukh Khan and his wife Gauri
were expecting a boy that Shah
Rukh went for a sex determination
test. Such tests are banned in the
country to stop the practice of
aborting female fetuses due to a
preference for sons. The Bollywood
icon has acted in around 75 Hindi
feature films, including many box-
office hits. He has also hosted a
season of the Hindi version of the
game show, "Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire?"

Though he had
endorsed many
jewellery brands in
the past, Bollywood
superstar Shah
Rukh Khan recently
said he was against
men wearing
jewellery, much to
the chagrin of major
jewellery brands

MATINEE ICON’S
DOuBLESPEAK

TINSEL TOWN
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People approach government
through its administrative and
executive machinery when

they are cheated by individuals or
companies. But what if the people
feel they had been cheated by the
government itself? Is there any
recourse for the innocent people who
had been cheated? Since the alleged
act of cheating had been committed
to gain political mileage, the victims
seem to be in a mood to give a
befitting reply in the coming
elections.
The moderate income group of

Andhra Pradesh feel that the
Congress government under the
leadership of the then Chief Minister
Y S Rajasekhara Reddy lured them to
vote in their favour in the 2009
Assembly elections with the new
scheme ‘Rajiv Swagruha’.
Initially, the Andhra Pradesh

Housing Board (APHB) through
widely published advertisements in
March 2007 claimed that the
government was providing houses for
moderate income group people who
do not have their own house at 25 per
cent less than the prevailing market
rate. The APHB also promised to
facilitate 75 per cent of the cost by
way of bank loan.
As many as 1,76,067 people from

127 municipalities applied for a
house by paying a deposit of Rs 5,000
each apart from the cost of
application which was sold at Rs 250
each. However, government
shortlisted 1,74,748 applications from
98 municipalities since it was earlier
decided to construct houses only at
places where more than 100
applications were received.
The deposit was collected through

demand drafts drawn in favour of
Andhra Pradesh Housing Board, but
the government incorporated a
special purpose vehicle – Andhra
Pradesh Rajiv Swagruha Corporation
Limited (APRSCL) – in August
2007, which works under Company’s
Act 1956.
The APRSCL sent letters to the

applicants in July 2009 saying their
deposit has been forfeited since they
failed to pay the 25 percent of the
total cost of the flat allotted to them.
The applicants were shocked to
receive such communication because
they were never informed that a flat
was allotted to them under Rajiv
Swagruha scheme.
The unilateral forfeiture of

deposit of Rs. 5000 by the APRSCL
without any notice from APHB seems
to be a pre-determined conspiracy to
collect and accumulate huge amounts

The much-hyped Rajiv Swagruha housing
scheme that offered houses to people who
did not have their own houses, at 25 per cent
less than the prevailing market rate, turns out
to be a massive conspiracy by people in the
corridors of power, only lot lure gullible public
and loot them. The News uncovers the plot

MOHSIN BIN HUSSAIN AL KASARY
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from innumerable applicants.
The consumer forum directed

APRSCL to refund earnest money
deposit, but the latter preferred
appeals, while the APHB, which
originally collected the deposits,
remains mute spectator.
Further, the government had

claimed that it would provide houses
at 25 percent less than the prevailing
market price. But, to the utter dismay
of the applicants and general public,
the cost of houses provided by the
APRSCL is much higher than the
market price.
What is more shocking is that the

APRSCL got the land from the
government and it did not spend a
single penny for buying land from
private persons. In this situation, the
cost of each house sold by the
APRSCL should have been much less
than the market price.
Though the APRSCL claims its

sites are strategically located, a look
at the sites where houses and flats
meant for residents of Hyderabad had
been constructed show that all the
sites are far away from the city and

the cost is exorbitant.
The Rajiv Swagruha houses for

the residents of Hyderabad had been
constructed at Bandlaguda, Jawahar
Nagar, Bachupally, Pocharam and
Gajularamaram – all located in Ranga
Reddy district. Interestingly, the plan
to construct houses under the scheme
at Munuganur has been shelved due
to reasons best known for the
authorities and the 77 acres of land
given to APRSCL was repossessed by
the revenue department a few days
ago on the ground that the APRSCL
failed to construct houses though the
land was allotted in 2007 itself.
The cost of flats being sold by the

APRSCL at its site in Bandlaguda
makes it amply clear that the price is
much higher than the flats sold by
private persons.
Since the dwelling unit cost is

much higher than the prevailing
market price, more than 70 percent
dwelling units are lying unsold across
the state resulting in huge burden for
the APRSCL.
According to APRSCL website,

only 24,699 allotments had been

confirmed so far across the state,
while the dwelling units constructed
are more than 1.70 lakh in all
categories.
Analysts say that neither the

APRSCL nor the government would
be at loss even if the dwelling units
remain unsold. It would be common
people at loss since the housing
projects were completed with the
money borrowed from banks and
financial institutions, which lent
thousands of crores of public money
to the special purpose vehicle for
executing the project.
According to analysts, the

Congress government headed by
Rajasekhara Reddy was successful in
gaining huge political mileage in the
2009 elections by offering dwelling
units across the state at 25 percent
less than the market price.
Scores of applicants who feel

ditched by the government allege that
there has been a conspiracy behind
the scheme and demanded a thorough
probe by an independent
investigating agency into various
aspects of the scam. 

COVER STORY
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The worst-ever road accident in Andhra
Pradesh involving a luxury bus on
October 30 in which 45 people were

charred to death brought to fore unchecked
violations by the private bus operators, thanks
to the gross corruption in various departments.
The Volvo bus, originally owned by senior

Congress leader J C Diwakar Reddy, but
operated by Jabbar Travels, hit the edge of a
culvert in Mahbubnagar district at 4.55 am on
October 30 while on its way from Bangalore to
Hyderabad. A railing on the culvert pierced the
bus due to which the fuel tank was damaged
sparking off the fire.
As many as 45 people including an infant

were charred to death while seven others
including the bus crew managed to escape with
injuries. 
Analysts say the loss to lives would have

been minimum had the operators not loaded the
luggage chamber with goods which resulted in
quick spread of fire. They say that the private
bus operators have been violating the rules and
using the passenger buses as goods carriers
putting thousands of lives at peril.
What is more shocking is that none of these

private buses has permission to operate as
‘stage carrier’ which means they cannot sell
tickets and ferry them like the RTC buses. The
private buses merely have the ‘contract
carriage’ license according to which they have
to enter into a contract with a group of people
and ferry them to a particular place or places as
accepted in the contract, sources said.
However, the private bus operators are

FURNACES ON WHEELS

Even after 45 innocent people
were burnt alive in the worst-
ever road mishap in the state
recently, the lethargic officials
and insensitive police are yet
to open their eyes to the
thriving corruption in the
transport department
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openly selling tickets through their
offices and also through online. The
buses carry huge advertisements
announcing that tickets for travel
could be booked through their
website. This in itself is a violation,
sources said.
Further, the private bus operators

are interested more in transporting
goods than the passengers since it
fetches them good money. Most
business people use private buses to
transport their goods in these buses
to evade tax, sources said.
The commercial taxes officials

responsible for overseeing whether
taxes were paid for the goods being
transported in private buses turn a
blind eye to the violations. The Road
Transport Authority officials
responsible for preventing the private

bus operators from turning the
passenger buses into goods transport
vehicles day in and day out are
allegedly blinded because of the
bribes paid by the operators, while
the traffic police are happy imposing
fine on the buses every day for
parking the buses on the roads.
If the officials of these three

departments enforce the rules strictly,
accidents such as the recent one
involving the Volvo bus would not
take place.
Unfortunately, the investigations

into the accident seem to be going in
some other direction without
addressing the basic issues involved
so that such accidents could be
prevented in future.
However, the authorities react

only when there is a major incident.

This is evident from the fact that 601
cases had been booked and 346 buses
seized for various violations since
October 30. These violations had
been taking place for long, but the
RTA acted only after the gory
accident, sources said.
Imagine the magnitude of

violations from the fact that RTA
officials could book as many as 601
cases in just six days, that too after
the October 30 accident. It shows the
callous attitude of the bus operators
towards the lives of passengers.
It is time all the three departments

– RTA, Commercial Taxes and
Traffic police – launch a coordinated
and sustained drive to prevent
violations by private bus operators
and ensure the safety of the
passengers. 

DEATH TRAPS
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When they saw the footage of a
CCTV installed at a bakery in

Suchitra area, Bowenpally police did
not know that they would be catching
a serial killer and cruel rapist who
had fled from the prisoners’ ward of
a hospital some time ago.
The serial killer and his associate

were nabbed during investigations
into a case of murder reported on
April 26, 2013. At 12 noon on that
day, a military patrol spotted a badly
decomposed body of a woman in a
bushy area in Recovery Camp of the

military area near Suchitra Bridge.
The patrol team through their

superiors informed the Bowenpally
police. The investigators from
Bowenpally police station reached
the spot and found skull, bones of the
limbs and some flesh. The crime
scene indicated that animals tried to
drag the body. The investigators also
found two empty liquor bottles,
footwear, toe ring, empty water
bottle, a hand bag and a purchase bill
dated April 18, 2013 issued by
Tirumala Bakery located at Suchitra
Circle in Kompally.  
The decomposed body was

The police finally nabbed a rapist and serial killer after identifying him
in a CCTV footage provided by a bakery during the investigation into the
murder of a woman whom the murderer befriended in a toddy compound  

Bowenpally CI R B Rangaiah

FACT FILE
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shifted to Gandhi Hospital mortuary
for an autopsy and efforts had been
made to identify the victim. Three
days later, S Balamma of
Swarnabharati Colony approached
the police along with her son
Narasimha saying her daughter
Mutyalamma was missing.
Police showed them the slippers,

handbag and toe ring found near the
unidentified boy in military area.
Based on the articles, the woman and
her son identified that the murder
victim was Mutyalamma.
As part of investigation, police

approached the management of
Tirumala Bakery and collected the
CCTV footage of April 18. The
footage showed Mutyalamma in the
company of a man who was later
identified as M Sailu aka Ramulu of
Karimnagar district living in
Trimulgherry area of Secunderabad.
Subsequently, police secured
victim’s cell phone call records.
Even as the investigation was in

progress, police received information
on May 13 that the person found in
the company of the murder victim in

the CCTV footage was present at
Suchitra toddy shop. Immediately, a
police team rushed to the place and
took Sailu and his associate M Bala
Narsimha of Tandur town living in
Medchal. The duo told police that
they had raped the woman before
killing her. Police also seized the
murder victim’s cell phone from
Sailu’s possession.
The dreaded criminal told his

interrogators that he took to crime
after his wife Kalamma deserted him
20 years ago. Initially, he committed
thefts and robberies and was arrested
by Jagityal police. Later he changed
the modus operandi and began
exploiting women coming to toddy
shops.
According to inspector R B

Rangaiah Sailu used to identify
women wearing gold ornaments at
the toddy shops and lure them to
isolated places for consuming liquor
and sexual pleasures. After boozing
and sexual exploitation, he used to
kill the women.
He was arrested by the Special

Operation’s Team of the Cyberabad

police on October 12, 2009 in
connection with ten criminal cases
registered in different police station
limits. While in prison, he acted as if
he had gone insane and got himself
admitted to the Institute of Mental
Health at Erragadda, where he came
in contact with some life convicts.
All of them conspired together

and escaped from the prisoners’ ward
on December 30, 2011. Sometime
later, Sailu resumed his criminal
activities and committed two cases of
rape and murder in Chandanagar and
one murder in Dundigal police
station limits apart from the rape and
murder of Mutyalamma.
Sailu along with Narsimha lured

Mutyalamma to the isolated place in
the Recovery Camp in military area
on the pretext of having liquor and
sexual pleasures and strangulated her
to death only to take away her gold
ornaments and cell phone,
investigators said.
Based on the findings, Sailu and

his associate Narsimha were charged
with the offenses of rape, murder and
robbery.

Talari Sailoo Narasimha Muthyalamma

FACT FILE
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The arrest of two terrorists after an
encounter with the police in

Puttur town in Chittoor district of
Andhra Pradesh on October 5 caught
the Andhra Pradesh police unawares.
The operation was carried out by

a 60-member team of Tamil Nadu
police. It was only some time later
that 30 commandos of the Octopus,
the anti-terrorist unit of the AP Police,
joined the operation.
The operation ended 11 hours

later with the arrest of two terrorists
belonging to the home grown terror

group Al-Ummah. The arrested
include Bilal Malik and Ismail aka
Munna.
The terrorists had taken the house

located near railway station on rent a
few months ago claiming themselves
beedi manufacturing industry
workers.
The terrorists were involved in an

attempt to attack BJP leader L K
Advani in the past and also in the
murders of right wing leaders in
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.
While it was a prize catch for the

Tamil Nadu police, the development
has left top brass of the AP Police

worried since the world famous
temple town Tirumala has been on the
radar of the terror groups. Puttur is
just 35 km away from Tirupathi.
Sources in the police department

said the encounter and subsequent
arrest of two terrorists by Tamil Nadu
police made it clear that the AP Police
intelligence needs to be strengthened.
The situation has come to this

pass due to winding up of the
intelligence and research wing in the
Octopus. The two wings were merged
with the existing counter intelligence
cell even before being developed. It
is alleged that the merger was carried
out to ensure the supremacy of the
main intelligence wing which did not
want a parallel intelligence wing to
develop, sources said.
The Octopus in its initial days had

collected intelligence that terrorist
outfits were developing and
establishing shelters and safe houses
around several places in the state
including Tirumala and Sriharikota in
Nellore district.
Yet, some senior officers advised

the government to merge the
intelligence and research wings of the
Octopus with the CI Cell merely to
satisfy their ego, besides ensuring the
supremacy of the main intelligence
wing over other units of the police
department, sources said.
It is time the top brass of the

police and the rulers realise the need
for a highly skilled intelligence and
research wing attached to the Octopus
in view of the growing terror threat to
the state in general and Hyderabad in
particular, a senior police officer told
The News. 

ARMLESS
OCTOPUS

Ego clashes between IPS officers rendered the anti- terrrorist outfit Octopus
toothless which came to light following the Tamil Nadu police operation in Puttur

recently

STATE SCAN
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Some cable TV channels being run
without broadcasting license

continue to rule the roost in
Hyderabad as the authorised officers
are reluctant to initiate action
apparently in view
of the political
patronage available
for these con
channels.
The Cable

Television Networks
(Regulation) Act,
1995 authorises
District Magistrate,
Sub-divisional
Magistrate and the
Commissioner of Police
to initiate action against
those who violate the
provisions of the Act.
But none of these

officers are interested in
taking action though many
of the cable TV channels
are being run without
broadcasting license and are
also engaged in broadcasting
provocative programmes
triggering communal
tensions.
What more! The

authorised officers give special
interviews to these con channels on
many occasions. Further, these con
channels get support from the
Information & Public Relations

Department of the state government
in the form of accreditation and
advertisements worth lakhs of rupees.
It appears that these channels do

not hesitate to mislead the authorities
and even the judiciary.

In one such
instance, the management of Ruby
Channel, which does not have any
broadcasting license, approached the
High Court after the city police seized
its equipment and prohibited telecast

of its programmes accusing the
channel of telecasting provocative
programme.
It seems nobody brought to the

notice of the High Court the fact that
Ruby Channel does not have a
broadcasting license issued by
the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry, which
is mandatory to run a news
channel. In this situation, the
court directed the city police
to allow Ruby Channel to
telecast its programmes
which are not provocative,
sources told The News.

Even going by the
High Court order, several
other cable channels
including the 4tv have
been telecasting
provocative
programmes and
speeches day in and day
out. Several complaints
and cases had been
lodged against 4tv for
televising hate
programmes, but the
city police did not
take any steps to ban
the channel, sources

said.
It is time the authorised officers

and also the I&PR officials act tough
and stop the con channels from
telecasting the programmes without
securing the necessary license from
the authorities concerned.

CHANNEL CHARLATANS
Even after The News exposed the massive fraud in the name of local cable channels, the

concerned officials failed to take any action, apparently due to the clout these con
channel operators enjoy with political bigwigs

CABLE MAFIA
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It is perhaps called ‘divineinterruption’. In an unbelievable
development, the top cop of
Mangalore city had a sigh of relief
when he got back all 12 invaluable
idols that were stolen from a local
shrine some four months ago.
According to a report in the Daily

Mail, the Mangalore Police
Commissioner recovered the stolen
idols from Moodabidre shrine this
way. The idols landed at the office of
the commissioner, Manish Karbikar,
in 12 neatly packed parcels, each
weighing between 750 and 900
grams in the first week November.
The weight of the boxes made a

constable suspicious about their
contents, and he opened them to find
12 gold and diamond studded idols
which were stolen from a Jain shrine
in Moodabidre in coastal Karnataka
nearly four months ago.
This is perhaps the first of its kind

recovery in India where the criminals
returned their loot to a police
commissioner through speed post!
According to the report, the

police are relieved because the heist
had created unrest among the Jain
community of the state. A
conservative estimate of the value of
all the 20 stolen idols in the black
market is approximately Rs 100
crore. The box value per parcel was
Rs130.

The heist at Siddantha Basadi in
Moodabidre had caught the attention
of the nation because the idols were
stolen despite the presence of
security guards and CCTV cameras.
The Jain community, which has a

strong presence in Karnataka, had
even sought a probe by the CBI into
the burglary. Now the surprise return
of the idols has shocked the police,
said the report.
“The speed post was sent on

November 2. This is the first time
that we have received stolen goods
through speed post.”
“We will track down the people

who sent this parcel," said Karbikar,
who did not reveal the names of the
senders. 

SURPRISE BY SPEED POST: The 20 idols were stolen from a Jain shrine in Moodabidre in coastal Karnataka about four months
ago and 12 have made their way back to cops

DIVINE INTERRUPTION
In an unusual incident, 12 idols worth over Rs 100 crore that were stolen from a coastal

Karnataka shrine came back to the police in neatly packed parcel   

COPS & CROOKS
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Construction major Larsen & Toubro (L&T) doesn't foresee any
problems for the Hyderabad Metro Rail project, irrespective of the

city's status after bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh.
The developer of the Rs.14,132-crore premier project believes

Hyderabad will continue to grow whether the state remains united or a
separate Telangana state is carved out.
“This project is for the city of Hyderabad. We never considered

which state. We consider this city will continue to flourish because it

METRO TO
MOVE ON
METRO TO
MOVE ON
METRO TO
MOVE ON
METRO TO
MOVE ON
METRO TO
MOVE ON
METRO TO
MOVE ON
METRO TO
MOVE ON
METRO TO
MOVE ON
METRO TO
MOVE ON
METRO TO
MOVE ON

The developer of city’s
prestigious metro rail
project, L&T, made it clear
that the project would not
face any problem in the wake
of bifurcation of the state

METRO NEWS
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has many distinct advantages in the
country,” said VB Gadgil, chief
executive and managing director,
L&T Hyderabad Metro Rail Ltd.
(LTMRHL). “In my view, Hyderabad
is one of the best metros with best
infrastructure, airport, outer ring road,
flyovers and expressway. I don't think
any other metro can compete with
Hyderabad,” he told reporters.

The work on the 72-km elevated
Metro Rail project is moving at a
brisk pace and LTMRHL is confident
of commissioning the first phase by
March 21, 2015 as per schedule.
“The disturbance may last for a

few days or a few months but in the
longer run, Hyderabad will continue
to require this project. It is a very
important one and the city will have
a unique opportunity for overall
development,” Gadgil said.
The central government has

intensified efforts to carve out a
separate Telangana state but suspense
remains on its status in view of the

demand from Seemandhra
(Rayalaseema and coastal Andhra)
that the city be declared a union
territory or common capital of
Telangana and the residuary state of
Andhra Pradesh.

“We are of the firm view that
nothing is going to happen to
Hyderabad. There is a temporary
problem in the city. We all know the
conditions very well but in the long
run, Hyderabad will do extremely
well be it in a united state or a
separate state," said Hyderabad Metro
Rail Ltd Managing Director NVS
Reddy.

‘ALLEGATIONS
ARE BASELESS’

Larsen & Toubro
(L&T) denied

allegations that it paid
kickbacks to bag the
Hyderabad Metro Rail
project, or for getting any
additional land for it.
Claiming that it is not

distracted by the
allegations, the company
made it clear that it remained committed to the project and would
commence the first phase March 21, 2015 as per schedule. Reacting to
allegations by some politicians that L&T paid money to Chief Minister
Kiran Kumar Reddy, a top company official said no money was handed
over to anybody.
V B Gadgil, chief executive and managing director, L&T Hyderabad

Metro Rail Ltd (LTMRHL), rubbished the allegations made by Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) chief K. Chandrasekhara Rao.
He said no transaction of any nature took place during tendering or

afterwards.
“No money has been handed over. No exchange of money took place

unsolicited or in any manner,” Gadgil told reporters.
L&T is building the 72-km elevated Metro Rail project at a cost of

Rs.14,132 crore, which is said to be one of the biggest projects in the
world in the Public Private Partnership (PPP) model.
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Despite all the hue and cry by the
pro united Andhra Pradesh

leaders including Chief Minister N
Kiran Kumar Reddy, the draft bill for
formation of a separate Telangana
state is likely to reach the state

assembly by month-end, and in all
the likelihood, the bill will be tabled
in the winter session of Parliament, if
the statements made by Congress

T BILL ON ITS WAY
Congress general secretary Digvijaya Singh made it

categorically clear that the draft bill for ‘T’ formation will be
tabled in the winter session of Parliament

POLITICAL PICTURE
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general secretary Digvijaya Singh is
anything to go by.
Addressing the media in New

Delhi, Singh said they had hoped to
send the bill to the Andhra Pradesh
assembly in the fourth week of
November.
Singh, also in-charge of party

affairs in Andhra Pradesh, said the
Telangana bill would be tabled in the

winter session of Parliament.
His statement came amid

intensified efforts by the Group of
Ministers (GoM) to work out
modalities for the bifurcation of the
state. The GoM has called a meeting
of secretaries of various departments
of the central government to take a
final view on issues related to the
bifurcation.

It will also hear views of eight
political parties Nov 12 and 13. The
GoM will meet central ministers
from the state Nov 18.
The party general secretary also

ruled out any change of leadership in
the state. He said the agenda of the
Congress coordination committee
meeting in New Delhi was not to
change the Chief Minister. 

T BILL ON ITS WAY
Prompting to accelerate the process of bifurcation of the state, the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has urged the Central government to
table a bill for the formation of Telangana state in the upcoming winter
session of parliament.
The BJP had written a letter to the Group of Ministers (GoM)

constituted to consider the issues regarding the bifurcation of Andhra
Pradesh, expressing its commitment to the formation of a Telangana
state with 10 districts and Hyderabad as its capital.
BJP state president G Kirshan Reddy demanded that the central

government immediately table the bill in parliament and reiterated his
party's support to the bill.
The BJP asked the central government to come out with a

comprehensive development plan for the all round development of
both the states of Seemandhra and Telangana.

BJP’s call tospeed up split
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WITH FLYING
COLOURS

Hyderabad witnessed two
passing out parades, one
attended by Governor ESLN
Narasimhan and the other,

President Pranab
Mukherjee. While the
Governor was the chief
guest of passing out
parade of 9th Deputy

Superintendents of Police
at Andhra Pradesh Police
Academy where 59 officers
passed out, President

attended the passing-out
parade of IPS probationers
at the Sardar Vallabhai
Patel National Police

Academy.
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The students of Zilla Parishad High
School in Khajaguda,

Gachibowli, are fortunate lots
compared to their counterparts in
other government-run schools. With
the help of rail technology leader
Bombardier Transportation and
software giant Infotech Enterprises,
they got a new science laboratory last
month.
The initiative is part of

Bombardier’s commitment to
Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) in India and marks the 10th
anniversary of the engineering
partnership between Bombardier and
Infotech Enterprises.
The school is located near

Bombardier’s Engineering Centre
India (BTECI), home to over 400
engineers serving Bombardier

projects around the world including
Indian projects such as Delhi Metro.
According to Harsh Dhingra,

Chief Country Representative,
Bombardier Transportation India,
“We all know that education opens up
opportunities in our lives. The
laboratory will give insight into the
fascinating world of technology and
motivate children to pursue their
studies and careers in STEM fields.
This investment is another step
towards building strong communities
and growing local roots in our key
market India.”
It may be recalled that earlier this

year, Bombardier and Infotech opened
new sanitation facilities at the school
and also developed a playground for
the schoolchildren along with
upgrading classroom furniture to
provide an inspiring learning
environment.

Ashok Reddy, president, Global
Human Resources and Corporate
Affairs, Infotech Enterprises, said,
“Infotech Enterprises Charitable Trust
(IECT) is dedicated towards
improving the quality of education
imparted to underprivileged children
at schools that lack basic amenities. 
IECT has made remarkable

progress by adopting 13 schools in the
neighbourhood in South India and by
supporting more than 7,000
underprivileged children to date. It’s
gratifying to see that our customer
Bombardier shares our vision.”  

In order to provide an
inspiring learning

environment to the
students of Zilla

Parishad High School
in Khajaguda,

Gachibowli, two
corporate giants

have a built a science
lab, playground and

donated furniture

Corporate hands
that extend help 

HELPING HANDS



The News You Like | November, 2013 33

THE NEWS BUREAU

An art exhibition at India Fine Art Gallery which was held from
October 10 to October 23 had an amazing array of works by a
young artist from Hyderabad. Hundreds of visitors who came to

catch a glimpse of those artistic marvels had an unusual experience with
the city artist’s creations.
The artist, Anjayaneyulu, has apparently taken still-life paintings to

the next level with highly contemplative and reflective content in his
works. Overwhelmed by the response he had for his first solo show – titled
Allegory and Object –, Anjaneyulu said, “I am still in a place in my career
where I am looking to building a market for myself. And where else, but
Mumbai can make a mark with the art buyers and critics.”
The show featured the artist’s series with a colour background, a

departure from his usual white backgrounds. Rendering a 3D effect, his
clear background paintings, however, highlighted the colour background
series in the way the colour accentuates the objects and the details.
For Anjaneyulu, his everyday artistic muses are mundane objects. He

said, “The initial years were a lot of struggle. It was after six years of utter
despair that I had my first solo show at Kalahitha Gallery, Hyderabad.”

The first solo exhibition of city’s upcoming artist Anjaneyulu Gundu at India Fine Art
Gallery in Mumbai turned out to be a unique experience for art lovers

CITY ARTIST WHO STOLE
MUMBAI HEARTS

ART & CULTURE
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Whatever things that lie around
his house are Anjaneyulu’s
inspirations.  He picks them up tries
to infuse life into them, successfully,
for that matter. With his perfect
artistic acumen, his oil paintings are
done mostly of photo realism or
hyper realism styles. In an amazing
display of talent, Anjaneyulu
perfectly recreates every crumple and
every wrinkle in fine detail.
“I try and use things which are

always in front of us but are never
noticed. I take singular objects and
paint them with a solid background
so that the viewer’s attention is stuck

only to the details of the object,” he
said to a visiting journalist.
Drawing inspiration from

European artists Damien Hirst and
Chuck Close, who also indulge in
photo realistic work, Anjaneyulu also
gets inspired by senior Hyderabadi
artists Vaikuntam, Laxma Goud and
Laxman Aelay. 
The artist also wants to

collaborate with foreign art galleries
on a regular basis and to open a new
studio in Delhi, which according to
him is a great centre for appreciation
of art.
According to art historian and

curator at the University of British
Columbia, Vancouver, Kathleen
Wyma, “Within the frames of still
life, the ordinary is invested with
meaning that extends beyond  the
picture plane and it is this potential
meaning that I would like to explore
in my introduction to the recent work
of Anjaneyulu Gundu.”
A super realist, Anjaneyulu’s

works radiate a sense of awe
amongst the viewers. Classical
painterly skills and conceptual
strength are what make Anjaneyulu's
paintings appealing. Against a large
white surface he centrally positions
these images, looking surreally real
and majestic in their painterly
manifestations.
Wyma goes on to say about

Anjaneyulu’s works, “The colourful
spectres that dance across the surface
of the vessel recall the mirrored
images found in Velázquez’s Las
Meninas (1656) or Jan Van Eyck’s
Arnolfini Portrait (1434); but, the
origins of Anjaneyulu’s reflections
are harder to read. The visual echoes
do not moor the object in a specific
time and place, they remain elusive
and difficult to apprehend. Their
mysterious origins demanding our
closer look,  active engagement.” 

ART & CULTURE
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The city witnessed an exhilarating
music performance, an amazing

confluence of the sitar with drums,
keyboard and tabla, the ‘Ravi Chary
Crossing’, on October 6 at the Ashiana
Banquets, Banjara Hills.
Internationally acclaimed sitar

player Ravi Chary unleashed various
facets of music with the satiating blend
of jazz with Indian music. The
renowned sitarist played compositions
from his debut world music album
‘Ravi Chary Crossing’. The
programme was organised by

Hydourite, an initiative celebrating the
spirit of Hyderabad with 100 days of
celebrations.
Sangeet Haldipur with his magical

fingers on the Keyboard, ace drummer
Mukul Dongre, known for his creative
and unconventional approach on the
drums and the talented Satyajit
Talwalkar loved by the audiences as a
musical genius on the Tabla added to
the enthralling experience.
Son of the late Pt. Prabhakar

Chary, a noted tabla player,
academician and musicologist of Goa,
Ravi Chary started playing sitar at the
age of five and has performed with

great Indian musicians including
Ustad Allah Rakha, Kishori Amonkar,
Ustad Sultan Khan, Pandit Suresh
Talwalkar, Louis Banks, Sivamani and
many others on various projects. 
His innate creative talent and

enthusiasm for innovation has led him
to perform with internationally
acclaimed artistes from diverse
musical cultures at major music
festivals like WOMAD, Glastonbery
Festival etc. worldwide. He has also
played alongside a host of incredible
international talent including Robert
Miles, Angelique Kidjo and Kai
Eckhardt.

Stimulating

Internationally acclaimed sitar Player Ravi Chary
enthralled the music lovers in the city with his
magical performance at the event titled ‘Ravi
Chary Crossing’

S I TA R
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It was an amazing fusion ofclassical dance items. Five ace
dancers - Achuta Manasa, Smitha
Madhav, Prateeksha Kashi, Rashmi
Menon and Masako from Japan -
came together and held the dance
lovers in the city captive by their
enthralling performances at the event
‘Essence of Life’, a unique dance
performance inspired by the
teachings of Jiddu Krishnamurthy,
renowned spiritual and philosophical
thinker.
They performed five different

dance forms - Kathak,
Bharatanatyam, Kuchipudi,
Mohiniattam and Odissi – that drew
huge turnout at Taj Vivanta in the
second week of October. This was
second performance of the group in
the city and sixth across the country.  
High quality production values,

sound, lighting, and attention to
detail made the event a soul stirring
performance. Organised as part of
the ongoing Hydourite festival, the
captivating performance was a rare
and unusual performance in more
than one ways.
All artists, below 30 years,

including the Japanese girl Masako
Ono from Japan performed solo in

In a unique
performance, five
excellent dancers from
different parts came
together to perform a
fusion of Indian classic
dances titled Essence of
Life, inspired by the
teaching of renowned
thinker Jiddu
Krishamurthy

world of chaosSolace in a 
ART & CULTURE
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the beginning.  At the end, all of them
performed simultaneously creating a
dreamlike atmosphere at the venue.
Essence of Life was presented in

three parts - The Art of Meditation,
Essence of Life and the Finale –
Thillana which saw all the dancers of
different forms performing together.
Essence of Life provided an
enchanting experience. The
composition in Essence of Life had
voices of renowned singers including
Dr M Balamuralikrishna, Hariharan,

Pt. Sanjeev Abhyankar, Pt.
Raghunandan Panshikar among
others. 
While classical dance

performances take inspiration mostly
from epics and mythologies, Essence
of Life shared significant aspects of
Jiddu Krishnamurthy's teachings
through dance and music.
According to Dega Devkumar

Reddy, Founder of Dega Arts, which
has conceptualized and produced
Essence of Life said, “Essence of

Life took birth due to the desire to
convey the core of Jiddu
Krishnamurthy’s teachings through a
medium that could bring it alive for
anyone interested in exploring the
existential crisis. 
It attempts to explore the vital

human problems and issues through
these ancient dance forms and music.
In these musical compositions, the
English voiceover and Sanskrit lyrics
speak of the various human problems
that we experience in our lives.” 

ART & CULTURE
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DJ Melissa Reeves had city’s hedonistic lots dance to her
tunes at the ultra-hip Movida Lounge & Bar in Radisson

Blu Plaza Hotel on October 11. One of the biggest female DJ's
to come out of the UK, DJ Mel was seen engaging in a candid
conversation at a Meet & Greet at Movida, held prior to her
performance.
After setting the turntables across London on fire for the

last few years, DJ Mel has become a popular name in the club
circuits throughout the UK, Dubai, Croatia, Spain, India and
Singapore. After the successful leg of her Indian tour in Pune,
Mumbai and Bangalore earlier last month, DJ Mel brought a
unique confluence of sounds to Hyderabad as she churned her
electrifying mix of R'n'B/Hip Hop and Commercial House.
The event- Kingfisher ULTRA Soul Flyp - is a

contemporary music platform that is bold with stunning
performances, visual stimulation and digital interactions
featuring some of the best musicians from around the globe.
Ever since its inception, the Soul Flyp has staged musical
headliners such as Sean Paul, Pitbull & Nadia Ali.
However, Movida, the contemporary, chic lounge and bar

at Radisson Blu Plaza Hotel’s vibrant, experimental design of
bar provided the perfect ambiance for the sounds of world
music. Movida is the first tapas style bar in the city.

WHEN MELISSA SPINS
One of the most celebrated DJ from

the uK, DJ Melissa Reeves made a
stunning performance at a recent

event in a city hotel

MUSIC MANIA
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The evening of September 29 was
charged and dance lovers slipped into

delirium of excitement as over 80
participants from across the country
swayed to the rhythm of drumbeats. All

part of a three series of hip hop and street
dance championships conducted
throughout the day to encourage the hip-
hop culture largely.
It was fierce back to back battles -

breaking, housing, beat-boxing and special
performances by Deaf way, Furor, Twist n

MORE THAN JuST MuSIC

Scores of young dancers vied with each other to be on top at the recently held biggest
Hip-Hop Festival of Hyderabad - Celestial Cyphers-2013

MUSIC MANIA
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Turns, etc., making the event huge
and fun-filled with healthy
competitive spirit.
The event, the biggest Hip-Hop

Festival of Hyderabad - Celestial
Cyphers-2013 - was organised by
Ram’s Step Up Dance Company
(RSUDC), a city-based premier
dance school.  Second year in a row,
the festival and competitions were

held in various styles of Hip-Hop
which included Break Battles, House
Battles, Beat Boxing Battles and All
Styles Battles.
The all-India level competition

had 80 participants from various
places including Mumbai, Delhi,
Assam, Bangalore, Hyderabad and
Vizag, taking part in the unique
competition, said Ram, Artistic
Director of RAM’s Step Up Dance
Company. More than 300 dance
lovers witnessed this unique and day
long festival.
Speaking on the sidelines of the

Celestial Cyphers-2013, Elvis a.k.a.
Style E, a House, Hip Hop and All
Style Dancer and Trainer said Hip-
Hop culture was just taking off in
India. “First started in India in 2006,
it is still in growing stage in
Hyderabad.” He predicted basing on

the number of enthusiastic dancers
that he had seen here that Hyderabad
would grow much faster than
Mumbai. It just needs more teachers,
he said adding that it was mostly
guys who were coming forward, but
even girls could too take up the dance
form. “Hip Hop is not just head-
spins, but Top Rock, Foot work, etc.
also count,” he opined.
The objective of the festival was

to sweep differences and unite the
hip hop lovers and artists all over the
country, said the organisers.  They
said people around the world
assumed Hip–Hop to be just a music
genre/dance style, but it was more
than it. “It is a culture to all the Hip-
Hop pioneers with no
limitations/boundaries for
innovation. This culture has been
evolving continuously ever since.”

MORE THAN JuST MuSIC
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SAVITHA SASTRY & AK SRIKANTH

What isn't broken needn't be
fixed. But refusing to see the

cracks that appear on the age old vase
is at best ostrich behaviour - burying
one's head in the sand and refusing to
believe anything is less than perfect.
Bharatanatyam is that vase. Beautiful,
centuries old, regal, carefully crafted,
and yet, crumbling on a pedestal that
has made it look jaded.
I have personally performed and

followed Bharatanatyam in its
‘purest’ form the world over. Outside
of India it gets crowds - mostly Indian
parents and their teenage children,
who are being inculcated into the
Indian cultural way of life; the
mothers trying their hardest to prove
to themselves that the move overseas
has not robbed their children of their
Indian-ness, the teenagers yawning
with indifference. Whatever. In India,
there isn't even that indulgence. Large
portion of the crowd, assuming there
is one, leave midway. Many of those
that remain improve their typing
skills on the phone. And yet lovers of
this art form, critics included, refuse
to see this as a problem.
It is on this note that my husband

and I started to question the
fundamental paradox. If the art form
was beautiful enough to be
considered a cultural treasure, why
was it unable to sustain the interest of
the audience? The truth dawned on us
like a Nirvana. Bharatanatyam was
being used to showcase the prowess
of the dancer rather than a means of
entertainment. The beauty of the art

form was being evaluated on a metric
of the kinetics of a dancer and not on
what was being said. Because frankly,
nothing new had been said in three
centuries! So here was our
experiment.
We wrote our own story, divorced

from any popular religion or
mythology and delivered it in the
form of a Bharatanatyam theatre
experience. We called this product
Soul Cages. We repeated the concept
with another original story – ‘Yudh’.
And these have played over 2012- 13
across India to accolades that have
shocked and stunned even us. They
have been reviewed in every
newspaper of repute in India. The
shows have brought many a member
of the audience to meet us at the end
of the show, unashamedly shedding
tears and choked with emotion. Many
have viewed ‘Soul Cages’ and ‘Yudh’
as a life altering experiences. The
critics have agreed.
These productions have signalled

the arrival of Sai Shree Arts, an
organization that my husband
Srikanth, and I have fostered. It is our
aim to spread the beauty and
versatility of Bharatanatyam by using
it to tell meaningful and entertaining
stories, rather than recount the
mythological tales of yore. The
production values equal the best that
Broadway has to offer. The dance
itself does not deviate from the purity
and chastity of the grammar of
Bharatanatyam. A story that may be
identified with by all audience,
regardless of their geography or
upbringing - in short, it marked

nothing short of a renaissance of
Bharathanatyam.
Sai Shree Arts is now ready to

bring to stage their next production –
‘The Prophet’. This production is as
different from ‘Soul Cages’ or ‘Yudh’
as the last 2 have been to each other.
But all these productions have one
thing in common. The audience will
go back with memories of having
watched something far more
significant than they have in any
classical performance.

(Savitha Sastry, the renowned
Bharatanatyam artiste will perform
her new solo Bharathanatyam dance
theatre production – ‘The Prophet –
Destiny, Divinity, Doubt’, in
Hyderabad on November 17, Sunday
at Ravindra Bharati Auditorium from
7 pm to 8:30pm).

Why bharatanatyam
must change?

MUSIC MANIA
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While school managements and
students are toiling day in and

day out to score ranks and pursue the
courses of their choice, a group of
students from an international school
in Hyderabad is into its creative best.
Adding yet another feather in the

cap of Oakridge School, some
students have scripted and produced
a film Temple Run, much to
amusement of creative fraternity. In
what can be termed as a ‘remarkable
achievement’, the students have
made their teachers and parents
proud.
These young talents belonging to

one of India’s largest international
schools, Oakridge Bachupally
campus, has made it global in
association with the arts department
and with the support of some highly
enthusiastic parents by producing
Temple Run.
The film is all about the quest for

treasure by a group of friends to aide
a friend in need. The jury committee
of the 18th ICFFI is impressed by the
effort of this little film makers and
they have selected the movie for the
18th International Children’s Film
Festival in non-competitive category.
Sharing this news with media, C

Adilakshmi, principal, Bachupally
campus said, “This is one such an

amazing achievement by the little
creative geniuses of Oakridge. All
the best to their future efforts and
hope this creative initiative will
receive more international laurel like
this.”
The film is directed by Akash,

Aaheli, Antara and Shruti, all from
Grade VIII and acted by Arya,
Abhigya, Nishanth, Karthik, Smriti,
Shreyas, Akash, Govind, Srikar in it.
Arya’s talented mother Ekta

Vajpayee has also contributed with
her acting skills for this movie.
The film will be screened in the

selected theaters during the festival
which happens from 14th to 20th
November, 2013.

TALE TOLD BY
LITTLE ONES
In a remarkable move, a group of students from an
international school in Hyderabad has made a film

that finds its way to the 18th International
Children’s Film Festival in non-competitive category

scheduled to be held from November 14 to 20

BUDDING BLOOMS
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IT’S ALL
ABOUT

BREAKING
FREE

The music extravaganza organized by Live Jam, an
NGO based in New Delhi in Secunderabad had kids
of all ages dancing to their tunes 

MUSIC  MANIA



The News You Like | November, 2013 45

THE NEWS BUREAU

Budding talents in the twin cities
had an unforgettable evening

recently when thousands of kids and
teens cheered and swayed to some
sprightly performances at Wesley
Degree College grounds in
Secunderabad. 
The event was part of the Break

Free Tour (BFT) Hyderabad of Live
Jam, an NGO based in New Delhi.
The Break Free Tour is conducted
annually in schools across India,
based on the theme ‘freedom’. The
concept is to break free from
anything that keeps you from living
a fulfilling life; a change from
bondage to freedom. 
The BFT team visited over 35

schools across the twin cities and
Warangal and performed skits, songs
and dances including a brief talk on
how to tackle varied issues that they
face in their daily lives. 
This musical evening began with

a Talent Hunt competition, specially
organized for kids and teens across
the twin cities. Later, national and
local music bands sent the audience

into frenzy with their spectacular
performances. Dr Jayasudha Kapoor,
MLA was the chief guest. 
The event concluded with a

breathtaking performance by The
Sheldon Bangera Band from
Mumbai and a thought provoking
session by Bonny Andrews, founder
– Live Jam. Some of the subjects
discussed were addictions to alcohol,
pornography, smoking, use of
abusive language, suicidal
tendencies, depression etc. This
unique interface through music, art
and culture had a huge impact on the
kids, teens and youth while many
were found interacting with the Live
Jam volunteers post the event. The
motto of this organization was to

encourage young lives to break free
from everything that suppresses
them, from living a life of freedom.
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When the Canadian smart phone
giant Blackberry was sinking,

it was a Hyderabad-born IITian who
came for the rescue. Making the city
proud, 61-year-old Prem Watsa came
to the rescue of the company which
thus abandoned its plan to sell the
company. Wasta made an investment
of $1 billion from majority
shareholder Fairfax Financial and
some institutional investors.
According to reports in western

media, Watsa, chairman and CEO of
Toronto-based Fairfax, will be
appointed Lead Director Blackberry.
Watsa, who has been variously

described as "Canada's Warren
Buffett", and "billionaire king of lost
causes", will also serve as chair of the
compensation, nomination and
governance committee.
Under the deal, Fairfax and other

institutional investors will invest in
BlackBerry through a $1 billion

private placement of convertible
debentures with Fairfax acquiring
250 million principal amount of the
debentures. The transaction is
expected to be completed in the next
two weeks, said an agency report.
“Fairfax is a long-time supporter,

investor and partner to BlackBerry
and, with this investment, reinforces
its deep commitment to the future
success of this company,” Watsa was
quoted as saying.
“I look forward to rejoining the

BlackBerry Board and to working
with the other directors and
management team, under John Chen's
leadership, to shape the next stage of
BlackBerry's strategy and growth,”
he added.
Watsa has been chairman and

CEO of Fairfax, "a financial services
holding company whose corporate
objective is to achieve a high rate of
return on invested capital and build
long-term shareholder value", since
1985. He is also vice president of

Hamblin Watsa Investment Counsel
Ltd since 1985.
Hyderabad-born Watsa completed

his bachelor's degree in chemical
engineering from the Indian Institute
of Technology, Madras, in 1971.
He joined BlackBerry's board in

early 2012 when Fairfax moved to
become the Waterloo firm's biggest
shareholder, joining the board to help
implement a turnaround plan. He
resigned in mid-August as Fairfax
was circling in with a bid to take
BlackBerry private.
According to his biography as

chancellor of the University of
Waterloo, Watsa moved to Ontario in
1972 and later completed an MBA
from the University of Western
Ontario.
Watsa's early career saw him

begin work at Confederation Life
Insurance Co. in Toronto, serving as
vice-president of Confederation Life
Investment Counsel from 1974 to
1983. 

WARREN BUFFET 
FROM HYDERABAD

A Hyderabad-born
billionaire, Prem

Watsa has come to the
rescue of Blackberry,
the Canadian smart
phone major by

investing $1 billion
in the company

BUSINESS NEWS
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ATamil film, mostly shot in Hyderabad’s Nehru
Zoological Park, has made records for being the first

film in the world to feature eight-year-old real life
quadruplets. The Tamil drama that tells the story of the
quadruplets who get lost in the zoo where they come for
excursion stars Aditi, Aakriti, Akshiti and Aapti, the
quadruplets. The film titled ‘Enna Satham Indha Neram”
has entered the Limca Book of Records and was issued
the certificate of record on the sets of the film. “This is
the first time a film featuring real-life quadruplets has
been made. This attempt was recognized and appreciated
by the Limca Book of Records,” said a statement from the
film's production house. Directed by Guru Ramesh, the
film also features Nithin Satya, Malavika Wales, M. Raju,
Manobala and Vaiyapuri in important roles.

MOVIE SHOT IN ZOO PARK
ENTERS LIMCA BOOK

RELIEF AT LAST

Commissioner of Labour Dr A Ashok giving away the cheque towards the compensation of City Light Hotel building collapse
on July 8 to the victim’s relatives recently in Hyderabad. A total amount of Rs 25,75000 was distributed to the dependents of
the deceased in the tragedy by the Labour Department 
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People are often worried over their extra flab and do all sorts of workouts including rigorous
items to look fit. Yet they seem to be fascinated with all the junk foods which make them

invariably obese.  The best way to remain fit and to slash the extra fat is to say no to unhealthy
foods such as red meat, fast food and more. According to obesity surgeon at Sunrise Hospital

Ashish Krishna, one has to follow a list of food that you need to cut down.

FIVE FOOD HABITS
THAT KEEP YOU FAT

Fast foods:
Burgers, pizzas,

carbonated
beverages, noodles
and many more are
junk foods low in
nutritional values
and high in sodium,
sugar and
preservatives. They
disturb your body's
metabolism,
digestion, liver and
heart functions.

Sugary foods:
Young people

especially children
have a weakness for
sugary soft drinks,
chocolates, ice
creams and other
items that have
absolute high
calorie content.
They contribute
drastically in
embracing diabetes
and blocking
arteries.

Red meat:
If you can't

live without non-
vegetarian food and
it is hard to resist
yourself to change
your main course,
then shift from red
meat to white in
order to control
cholesterol level.

Refined grains:
Our body

requires a
substantial amount
of fiber which one
can derive from
grains’ covering or
husk. Consuming
refined grains
especially white rice
and wheat flour
increases obesity
and health
problems.

Oil and ghee:
Harmful

effects of
unsaturated fats are
obvious for those
who are already
overweight or one
who gives little or
no time for physical
activities due to
busy work schedule
and other problems.

1 2 3 4 5

HEALTH & FITNESS
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Success does not come that
easy. ‘Coming together is a
beginning; keeping together is

progress; working together is
success’, said Henry Ford, American
industrialist and founder of Ford
Motor Company. And there are
young entrepreneurs who still live by
Ford’s principle.
One of the cities fastest growing

businessmen, 35-year-old L Mahesh
Babu, has an inspiring story to tell. It
was when he met a leading realtor

and builder B Chitti Babu, who
happens to be the former’s relative,
in Hyderabad, Mahesh’s dream to
start a travel firm began to take
shape.  
The result was Reva Journeys

(Globe) Pvt. Ltd., today one of the
most successful tour operators in the
city. In what began with a modest
investment of Rs.50 lakh in 2010 is
a Rs 10-crore turnover firm that
grows in an astonishing pace, all in
three years.
“Reva Journeys is a world class

professional company offering

complete spectrum of services in
travel and tourism,” says Mahesh
Babu adding, “We are dedicated
towards customer satisfaction.”
Reva’s operations include

anything related to travel, be it road
or rail transportation, flights,
accommodations, on-tour
transportation, visas, domestic and
international tours, executive tours,
pilgrims, adventure toursim and
others. You name the service and
they have it.
Reva’s chairman Chitti Babu is a

civil engineer turned builder. Mahesh

JOy OF JOuRNEyING

With a passion for travel, the young entrepreneur L Mahesh Babu, who came to
Hyderabad looking for a job, is running one of the most successful travel service

companies in the South along with engineer-turned-builder B Chitti Babu 

L Mahesh Babu

FOCUS
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who came to Hyderabad from a
village in Chittoor district way back
in 2007 looking for a job had fire in
his belly. After working in education
sector for a while, he and Chitti Babu

set up Reva Journeys, Mahesh’s
dream company. Interestingly, the
tour operators bagged the ‘Best
Excellency Awards’ for three
consecutive years from the Andhra

Pradesh Department of Tourism.
“Better service for lesser price is

our motto,” says the promising
businessman with a smile. “We are
not just limited to travel related
services. We also conduct concept-
based seminars for engineering
students and others in collaboration
with Ramoji Film City on various
topics,” says the young director of
Reva.
The presence of international

players in the segment does not
bother Mahesh. “We have clients not
just from the state. We have
international clients and that makes
us one of the most sought-after travel
service providers today,” his eyes
glitter with conviction.
Reva has already branches in

Chennai, Velloor and Bangalore.
Mahesh and Chitti Babu are busy
planning their next branch in one of
the largest pilgrim centres in South
India, Tirupati soon.   

JOy OF JOuRNEyING

B Chitti Babu, Reva’s Chairman
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When a young Jain girl
renounced her riches and all

material comforts to become a nun
early October in the city, people
wondered it was a singular incident.
But the fact is, in her journey to find
spiritual solace and give up all the
physical comforts, young interior

designer Manali Rathod is not alone.
In an emerging trend of sorts,

several Jain graduates, software
professionals, business tycoons,
diamond traders and billionaires are
willingly renouncing material world,
luxuries and smart phones to become
monks and nuns.
Like Manali, a B.Tech graduate

from Hyderabad is said to be

becoming a monk in Jaipur sometime
later this year. Same is the case with
Vikrant Suresh Vohra, who became a
monk on April 14, 2013 at a very
young age of 37 years, leaving a
lucrative job in the USA drawing
annual pay package in crores.  Today
he is a Vikrant Muni stationed at
Ranjangaon, near Durg in
Chhattisgarh.
Another girl, 23-year-old Reshma

of Vellore too became a Sadhvi (nun)
this year in March. Mansi Jhaveri, a
28 years old B Com graduate,
Monica of Coimbatore and many
other young girls relinquished their
regular life and took Diksha to
become Jain Sadhvis.
According to reports, a 43-year-

old Assam born millionaire Sushil

In an interesting
new trend, lots of

young men and
women from Jain

community are
relinquishing

worldly comforts
and huge fortunes in

their pursuit of
spiritual bliss

On spiritual path
SOUL SEARCH
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On spiritual path

Kumar Paharia had renounced the
world in an effort to become a Jain
monk on April 18 this year in Jaipur.
Sushil was the director of Kanpur
based software firm Dataman
Computer Systems (P) Ltd and
partner in other food grain firms
where he earned millions.
Atul Shah, a diamond king-

turned-monk now known as a
Shalibhadra Muni in Jodhpur, is a
classic example. According to
sources, the millionaire left
everything and became a monk
couple of years ago at the age of 30.
At the time of renouncing of material
world, his business empire was

estimated at about $2 million and he
had his multi-crore company, said
Motilal Rathod, father of Manali
Rathod.
It may be noted that of late, more

and more Jains are giving away
everything at a very young, throwing
away their jobs, lucrative businesses
and plunging into spiritual paths.

According leaders in Jain
community, every year nearly 2,000
people from the Jain community take
diksha in India. Today India has
about 14,000 monks of which 10,000
are Sadhvis (nuns) and 4,000 are
monks.  Women score over men in
renouncing worldly possession to
become Sadhvis.

According leaders in Jain community, every year
nearly 2,000 people from the Jain community
take diksha in India. Today India has about
14,000 monks of which 10,000 are Sadhvis

(nuns) and 4,000 are monks

Neha Bafna,  Priya Gandhi, Soni and \Jyotsna Rathod
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From the 13th day of Krishna
Paksh of the month of Kartik
till the 2nd day of Shukl Paksh

of the month of Ashvin, marks an
extremely powerful time in the Vedic
calendar. During these days, the
energy of various Nakshaktras is
focused towards earth and on the
Amavasya of Kartik month, the night

of Diwali, the energy patterns are
especially conducive to
manifestation of gods in general and
Mahalakshmi in specific.
Creation is in balance because

various heavenly bodies are
constantly engaged in the task of
maintaining this balance. The
congregation of various energies

determines the energy patterns of a
particular day and our individual
energy patterns combined with the
energy of the day determine the
course of events in our life. Like
various heavenly bodies, each one of
us too is a Poorna Ansh of creation

Diwali: Light that
nullifies dark energies
The essence of Diwali lies not in asking for more and more
wealth but rather, 'give me wealth and detach me from it
because the physical is temporary. You must enjoy the
physical and yet be detached from it, only collection

should be avoided

YOGI ASHWINI

SPIRITUAL NEWS
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and has been assigned a
specific task in order to
keep the balance of
creation. There is a
purpose to our birth, the
purpose is a specific
experience based upon
the desire of soul.
Various energies are
there to help us realize
this purpose so that the
balance is restored.
There are certain days
when it is extremely
easy for us to access
these energies, the time
of Diwali being one
such occasion.
Most of us have

grown up lighting diyas
in front of an idol of
Goddess Lakshmi on
the night of Diwali and
so equate this night to the light of
diyas. The essence of Diwali lies in
the sloka, 'Tamso ma jyotirgamaya',
meaning ‘take me from darkness to
light’. Light here refers to the inner
light to attract the Goddess, and not
switching on lights of your house or
lighting up diyas. The inner light,
when awakened by doing specific
chants and advanced practices of
Sanatan Kriya on this night of
Amavasya, bestows a practitioner
with good luck and blessings of the
Goddess.
The various energies in creation,

all the gods and goddesses, are there
to guide and direct us on this journey.
There is no other reason for them to
be here. They do respond when you
call upon them and grant you the
experiences that the soul desires.
Goddess Lakshmi is the Shakti of the
preserver, also called Maya. She is
the Goddess of wealth- physical as
well as spiritual. When invoked with
right practices and purity of thought,
she bestows a practitioner with

physical abundance as well as
spiritual siddhis. The purpose,
however, is not collection but
evolution, to experience and move
beyond.
Maya is the glue that binds us to

the physical. It keeps us entangled
from morning till night. It is
important to go beyond it because
there is no end to desire. You can go
on collecting all through your life
and still not be satiated and soon the
time will come to leave the body and
you will be tied to another birth with
similar desires and more pain.
You must not forget that all things

physical are temporary, they are with
you for a specific time period after
which they will leave you, with only
pain remaining. The more you
collect, the more the pain because
more difficult it will be for you to let
go of it. So it is best to utilize this
time to experience, detach yourself
from the physical and move beyond
by giving back to creation what you
have collected, through service and

charity. For the rocket to break the
pull of gravity and reach the stars, it
has to leave behind the excess mass.
The essence of Diwali lies not in
asking for more and more wealth but
rather, 'give me wealth and detach me
from it because the physical is
nashvar, temporary. You must enjoy
the physical and yet be detached
from it, only collection should be
avoided.
Just as there are two sides to a

coin, there are two aspects to
creation, its dark aspect is to do with
occult practices and back magic.
Diwali is the festival of light, but it is
also the darkest night of the year. It
is a powerful night to invoke dark
energies and the time of the year
when the darker forces are at their
peak.
Practicing Sanatan Kriya and

connecting with your Guru nullifies
the effect of dark forces if anyone is
trying anything on you. May you all
aglow with light this Diwali...
blessings. 
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